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LOCAL CHAMBERS INTEND TO MERGE 

Baltimore Washington Corridor and West Anne Arundel County Chambers of Commerce 

Sign Letter of Intent to Merge 

ODENTON and LAUREL, MARYLAND, September 19, 2016– The West Anne Arundel County and the 

Baltimore Washington Corridor Chambers of Commerce are excited to announce that they have signed 

an agreement exploring joining forces as a single entity. The combined organization would be the largest 

chamber in Anne Arundel County and the larger region surrounding Fort George G. Meade and Laurel. 

“With both CEOs leaving within months of each other, and a shared focus on the 

economic vitality of our region, this seemed a natural opportunity,” said BWCC Board 

Chairman Eric Harris. “We believe combining forces will better serve the members of 

both entities and the region as a whole.” 

“Growth at Fort Meade has been, and continues to be, a driving force for economic expansion 

for both organizations’ stakeholders,” said West County Chamber Board Chairman Randy 

Fisher. “Combined with Laurel’s vibrant retail sector, National Business Park’s role as the 

central location for area defense contractors, the ongoing expansion at Arundel Mills, and the 

development of the Odenton Town Center, the area served by these two business organizations 

is the economic hub of central Maryland, if not the entire state, and needs the focus of our 

combined resources.” 

Both organizations emphasized the benefits they foresee for members as a result of the proposed 

merger, which will have a broader, more regional economic focus, greater advocacy capabilities, 

increased networking programs, and enhanced staffing to support member needs. 
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“As an active member of both chambers, and a longtime participant in the area’s economic 

development, I see this as a real benefit for our region,” said Richard Story of Howard Bank, a 

member of the BWCC Board of Directors. “Too often business resources have been splintered 

across diverse organizations, and having two strong entities combine offers a natural choice for 

investment.” 

The organizations will now begin a period of due diligence before finalizing the merger, which will 

include a vote by each chamber’s full membership by the end of 2016. Matters still to be decided 

include the new organization’s board and staff structure, location, and name, and BWCC will be 

represented in upcoming CEO interviews already scheduled by the West County Chamber Search 

Committee. Projected date for final acceptance or rejection of the proposed merger is December 8, 

2016. 

 

About the Baltimore Washington Corridor Chamber of Commerce 

Founded in 1947, the Baltimore Washington Corridor Chamber (BWCC) is the only regional chamber in 
Maryland. It is dedicated to providing networking, information and growth resources to all sizes and 
kinds of businesses, agencies, institutions and organizations. Its connections to business, industry, 
academia, government are unparalleled. 

BWCC’s core area of focus is between Washington, DC and Baltimore, MD, consisting principally of Anne 
Arundel, Howard, Montgomery and Prince George´s counties, although members come from the entire 
Baltimore/Washington region -- wherever there´s an interest in doing business within the Corridor. 

BWCC is located at the heart of America´s fourth largest marketplace, in the epicenter of the world’s 
cyber complex. Forty-six percent of Maryland´s population resides in the four Corridor counties, with 
over forty-eight percent of Maryland´s jobs. 

 

About the West Anne Arundel County Chamber of Commerce 

The West County Chamber of Commerce is located in the western portion of Anne Arundel County.  This 

Chamber proudly serves just over 400 member businesses.  The collaborative efforts of the effective 

Chamber with local and member businesses, state and local governments, along with the military have 

produced results on par with those of much larger Chambers. 

The West County Chamber is a proven advocate for the West County economy, including development 

of the Odenton Town Center, growth at Fort Meade, expansion at Arundel Mills, and funding of the 

public infrastructure needed to support all of it. It actively work to improve the market for businesses by 

growing the local economy. It also keeps members informed about what's going on in the area, 

promotes businesses throughout West County, and provides connections to opportunities through 

networking events and personal introductions. 
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Not your usual networking chamber, the West County Chamber is an active agent for economic 

development, facilitating business growth in the community and advocating for the infrastructure 

necessary to support that growth.  

The West County Chamber accomplishes its mission, to be “the area’s primary business resource and 

voice as the area experiences exponential growth,” through its core strategies: Advocate, Promote, 

Inform, and Connect. 

 

# # # 

If you would like more information about this topic, please contact Eric Harris, Board Chairman, BWCC at 

301-648-0739 or email at efharris313@yahoo.com, or Randy Fisher, Board Chairman, West County 

Chamber of Commerce, at 443-270-6305. 
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